
 

Westtown Thornbury Elementary  

Art Class 
Student directed and Choice-based 

“Choice-based art education regards students as artists and offers 
students real choices for responding to their own interests and 
ideas through artmaking” (Douglas, Crowe, Jaquith, & Brannigan) 
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Art helps students to find their own creative voice through 
imagination, self-expression, and autonomy.​ ​Whenever I 
gave a teacher-directed problem, students were using my 
ideas to create, not their own.  Changing to a more 
student-centered approach led me to TAB (Teaching for 
Artistic Behavior).  

Some of the artwork created is not meant for exhibition​. 
Play and experimentation are essential to creative 
development, confidence, and risk-taking. In an environment 
that supports creativity, I value process over product. 

 This way of teaching guides students to think like artists. 
They are becoming critical thinkers and working through their 
own ideas. I suggest asking your students 

o “What is this artwork about?”  
o “What was your goal with this piece of artwork?” 
o “What did you envision with this work?” 

Art class meets National Core Arts Standards as well as 21​st 
Century Skills.​ ​The new standards focus on ideas, problem 
solving, independence, and creativity.  

 

Thanks for taking the time to learn about the art 
studio!  

 

Please visit my website for more information 
and specific curriculum goals!  

https://teodeckiartroom.weebly.com/ 

Twitter: @MrsTeoArt  
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