
WEST CHESTER AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Pupil Services Committees 

October 12, 2020 
7:00 p.m. 

Virtual Meeting 
 

 

AGENDA 

 

Pennsylvania Youth Survey (PAYS) Presentation    Dr. Ranieri 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of the public wishing to provide comments on committee agenda items may submit 
them electronically using the google form link until 12 noon on the day of the meeting. The link 
is live once the committee packet has been posted publicly. Please limit your comments to two 

(2) minutes. Comments duly submitted will be noted and (as practical) read or summarized 
during the meeting. 





PA Youth Survey (PAYS) Results – 2019

Conducted by-

PA Commission on Crime and Delinquency

PA Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs

PA Department of Education



Findings

 Overall, the district’s rates are similar to 2017.

 The majority of the district’s rates are below the state and national rate.

 We need to focus on the younger grade levels and the protective factors.

 It appears as though the emphasis on reducing the risk factors in the 
last few years have been effective.



Demographics



Alcohol, Tobacco &Other Drug (ATOD) Use

 Early Initiation Drugs- Alcohol, Cigarettes, 
Marijuana & Inhalants

 Prescription Drugs- Performance Enhancing 
Drugs, Narcotics, Tranquilizers, Stimulants

 Other Drugs- Cocaine, Crack, 
Methamphetamine, Heroin, Hallucinogens, 
Ecstasy, Synthetic Drugs 



30 day use



Tobacco and Vaping Past 30 days



Type of Vaping



Prescription Drugs and over the counter drugs



Other drugs



Heroin



Risky Substance Use Behaviors

Binge Drinking in past two weeks

Driving after alcohol in the past year

Driving after marijuana in the past 
year



Risky Behavior



Access and Willingness to Use

Source of Substance

Willingness to Use

Perceived Availability



Source of Alcohol



Source of Alcohol



Source of Prescription Drugs



Access and Willingness to Use



Antisocial Behavior

Gambling

Other:

Attacked someone

Sold illegal drugs

Been drunk or high at school

Been arrested

Been suspended from school



Gambling



Types of Gambling



Other Antisocial



Commitment to School

Perceived Importance of School

Positive School Environment



Commitment & Involvement in 
School



Positive School Environment



Involvement in Prosocial Activities



Violence and Drugs on School Property 



Bullying and Internet Safety



Perceived reasons for bullying



Perceived reasons for bullying



Social and Emotional Health

Depression and Suicide Risk

Family Separation

Trauma, Grief, Transitions and 
other stressful events



Mental Health Concerns



Suicide



Depression Risk and ATOD



Bullying and skipping school



Grief and other stressful events



Perception of risk



Community Risk



Risk Factors

Higher 
percentages 
are the areas to 
prioritize



Protective Factors

Lower 
percentages 
are the areas to 
prioritize



Supports

 School Intervention Specialists, Counselors and 
Psychologists

 Intensive Outpatient Program group/individual(IOP)

 Achieve Progress Transition (APT) Academy HS

 Mental Health Specialists K-12

 Second Step K-8

 West Chester Communities That Care (WCCTC)



Questions
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